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RESEARCH INITIATION PROPOSAL

This form is for the use of new researchers only to submit research initiation proposals for consideration of support under the Strategic Research Incentive scheme. Submit the application to the School Research Coordinator. If ethics approval is required, get the approval from the Ethics Committee.
A. General Information
1. Title of research project:

2. Chief Investigator(s):

Give name of Project Leader.

3. Associate Investigator(s):

Give name of other researchers.

4. Duration of project:

One year maximum
5. Project summary:

Provide a brief non-technical summary of the project.
B. Research Framework
6. Purpose (aim/objectives)

Describe the aim of the research as well as the measurable objectives of the project.

Example:

“The aim of this study is to _____________ (investigate the consequences?, test the theory?, analyse the impact?, reach a deeper understanding of? etc..)______________. 


The main objectives (milestones) of the research are to:

· develop or adapt a technique to do research? use certain methodology to solve a problem?

· develop theoretical model?, extend existing model?

· determine, measure, gather information on..?

· analyse, compare, evaluate data?”

Provide the research hypothesis or research question/s based on the aims and objective of the project.

7. Background 

Explain how your proposed project relates to other work in the discipline (literature review). Point out how your proposed project will help to fill existing gaps of knowledge, solve contradictions, or in general contribute to a better or new understanding of the field. 

8. Research methods
Describe the research methodology and research methods to be applied in your research project with particular reference to:

For example, for research involving human:

· the sample and recruitment of participants;

· the data collection and analysis strategies;

· the standards of research to be applied in the project;

·  ethical issues to be considered; and 

· the intended forms or reporting the results of the project. 

9. Expected impact of research project

Please outline in dot form the aims and expected outcomes of the project.  These should be in a form that can be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the research project and the research team when the project is completed.

 Examples:

· Formation of research skills in the researcher
· Identification of direction for HDR completion
· Planned conference publications
· Others

10. Schedule of research project.

The schedule of the project can be shown in a chart.

11. References

List references in a standard format or style.
C. Legal Framework
12. Ethical aspects of research project

Does the research project involve experiments on humans or animals?

If yes, are legal requirements fulfilled? After approval of the proposal by the School, download the Research and Ethics Clearance Form available from http://www.curtin.edu.my/R&D/researchers/research_fund.htm. Complete, attach with this application and submit to R&D Office.
13. Contractual obligations with third parties.


Indicate any contractual obligation with third-party that will be entered in for this project.

14. Questionnaire, Information sheet, Consent form

For research involving survey/interview of people, please attach the above documents. The information sheet should typically explain to the participants the objectives and benefits of the research, confidentiality of persons and the information, how the data will be used, rights and obligations of the participants and the researcher, etc. Minor (legal age) participants require the consent of parents or guardian. (Depending on the nature of the research proposal, the Ethics Committee may ask for additional details.)

D. Budget
15. Timescale of funds required (Total not to exceed RM1,000)
	Item
	Semester 1, 2010
	Semester 2, 2010
	Semester 1, 2011
	TOTAL

	Acquisitions
	
	
	
	

	Publications
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	
	

	Others

(specify)
	
	
	
	

	Sub-totals
	RM
	RM
	RM
	RM
(not to exceed RM1,000)


16. Detailed description of costs

16.1 Acquisitions

· Equipment

· Software

· Materials

· Bibliography

· Book

The acquisition of every item must be justified and priced. Acquiring of ICT and personal equipment (e.g. computer, camera) is not permissible.
16.2 Costs of publication

16.3 Costs of travel and allowances (not to exceed RM500)
· Data collection
· Training
16.4 Others 


Please specify.

CERTIFICATION BY MENTOR

I certify to the best of my knowledge that:

1. The proposed research is sound. 

2. I agree to be the mentor to the Chief Investigator for which I am able to commit the time.

3. The Chief Investigator has agreed to seek my guidance in conducting his/her research.

4. I will conduct the project in accordance with the University Occupational, Health and Safety Regulations.

	Signature of Mentor and Date:


CERTIFICATION BY CHIEF INVESTIGATOR

I certify to the best of my knowledge that:

1. All of the details in this application are true and complete. 

2. I am able to commit the time specified in the application to this project.

3. I have sought all relevant clearances for this research project and will supply the R&D Committee with a copy of the relevant clearances as soon as available.

4. I will conduct the project in accordance with the University Occupational, Health and Safety Regulations.

	Signature of Chief Investigator and Date:


CERTIFICATION BY HEAD OF DEPARTMENT/SCHOOL

1. I certify that the project can be accommodated within the general facilities in my area and that sufficient working and office space is available for any proposed additional staff.

2. I have noted the amount of time, which the investigator[s] will be devoting to the project and certify that it is appropriate to existing workloads. They have tenure for the project duration.

3. I agree to supporting this project in my area under the circumstances set out by the applicant and will provide the nominated budget commitment of infrastructure or in-kind support specified in the attached budget.

4. I confirm that this application relates to research priorities/plans in my area and is consistent with the R&D Strategic Plan or the T&L Enabling Plan as appropriate of Curtin Sarawak Malaysia.

5. The project will be carried out in accordance with the University Occupational, Health and Safety Regulations.

	Signature and Date:

Name and Position:


CERTIFICATION BY SCHOOL RESEARCH CO-ORDINATOR

I certify that:

1. The research proposal has been reviewed and recommended. 

2. The review comments are attached.

3. The research proposal is recommended for possible funding under Category D of Strategic Research Incentive scheme.

	Signature of School Research Coordinator and Date:
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